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At the ceremony, former Whitney
Benpefits President Dorothy King read
a short biography of Burgess, who
was a Whitney Benefits trustee for 31
years, that included his Harvard Law
School education, his service in the
Wyoming National Guard during
World War 11, and the $64 million set-
tlement he helped win from the LS,
Department of the Interior for
Whitney Benefits over a tract of
unmineable coal in the 19705,

The lawsuit over the land, which
Whitney Benelits owned the mineral
rights to, began in 1973 when
Whitney's mining permit was reject-
cd.

Burgess took the case through dis-
trict court, Wyoming Supreme Court,
federal court, U.5. Court of Claims,
LS. Court of Appeals and back to the
U.5. Court of Claims before the U.S.
Court of Appeals finally ruled in
Whitney"s favor in 1995,

“He was a very visionary, hard-
working person who did a tremendous
amount for this community,”
Kinnison said.




