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No movement yet on possible street extension

By Josh Mitchell
Staff reporier

Extending Loucks Street through the old Central
Middle School site to Sheridan Avenue would cre-
ate a new east'west corridor for the city, but the pro-

project has only entered informal discussion.

The Central Middle School site is owned by
local foundation Whitney Benefits Inc., whose
director, Tom Kinnison, says the city is not “knock-
ing down the door to talk with us™ about the project.

Kinnison said Whitney has been in “informal™
discussions with the city for at least 10 months and
is “wailing 1o hear back™ about formal discussions.

Mavor Dave Kinskey said he asked city staff o
work out details such as whether waffic lights and
turn lanes would be needed.

Kinskey said he does not think the project will
begin during the construction season this spring.

He said city, engineers are “running behind,” and
he does not know when the project would possibly
starl.

He said he has spoken with some residents who
oppose the Loucks Street extension because of pos-
sible increases in traffic.

Kinnison said “a lot of people think (the exten-
sion) is a good idea.”

Kinnison said he does not know if Whitney
would charge the city to put a road through the
property, but he noted the land and the school demo-
lition cost Whitney “a lot of money.™

“We'll talk about it {cost),” Kinnison said.

Kinnison said Whitney is interested in allowing
Loucks Street to go through the property because
Whitney wants to do something good for the com-
munity.
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Extending Loucks Strest through the old
Ceniral Middle School site to Sheridan
Ayanua 1o creale A new SEsVWES! DEISEQE-
way is being informally discussed betwaen
1he city and Whilney Banelils Ire.




