Ceritral Middle School slated for demolition
* Whitney: No plans beyond clearing lot

Nathan Jerke The site is adjacent to the Whitney Ice Rink,
By known as Sheridan Ice LLC.
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Former Central Middle School will be demolished starting the week of Sept. 12, following
asbestos abatement.
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Kinnison would not say how much the demo-
lition will cost. Deconstruction of the facility will
last until the end of December, according to
Interstate Insulation owner Randy Warnke.,

According to Whitney, the building was
decommissioned after plans to refurbish it
proved too costly. An estimate to remodel the
building, given five years ago, totaled nearly $7
million; the cost would be about $11.3 rmlllon
today, according to Whitney.

In addition, the school cost more than

$90,000 per year to operate despite being tised’

only eight months per year, according to
Whitney. The original part of the building was
constructed in the early 1920s.

“We had people before who said, ‘Jeez, we'd
like to occupy the building,”” Kinnison said.
“The problem is it’s not safe. We couldn’t do

that with the cost to get it up to code.”
According to Kinnison, demolition waste
materials will go to the Sheridan Waste Disposal
Facility at no cost. This is due to an agreement
‘with the city signed in October 2000 following

the purchase of land formerly known as the
qu\q;ry ﬁgbdlﬂmq-n. where Wh,ltney Commons

- NOW Bits."

The deal came about following a plan to split
the Brewery Subdivision with the city, but the
city used more ground than proposed — about 40
percent of the property, according to Kinnison.
Whitney agreed to accept landfill rights for
future projects rather than a monetary payout for
the land, according to Kinnison.

The school demolition came at the right time
for Whitney, as the agreement is set to expire
Nov. 1.

“The story is we’ve got to get it done .., that’s
all thete is to it,” Kinnison said. "Obvmusly
after that date we'd have to go back and renegoti-
ate something or pay (for landfill space).”




